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(54) DEVICE AND METHOD FOR DISTRIBUTING CONTENTS, AND PROGRAM AND DEVICE FOR 
DOWNLOADING CONTENTS 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a method and a device for 
distribution of digital contents which enable prevention of illegal 
duplication and circulation of digital contents without spoiling the 
convenience for a legitimate user. 

SOLUTION: The digital contents stored on a server are divided into two 
or more parts, which are each ciphered with different cipher keys and 
distributed to the user in the ciphered state and the cipher keys 
applicable to the distributed divided digital contents are distributed to 
the user. 
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Japanese Publication for Unexamined Patent Application 
No. 2002-204228/2002 (Tokukai 2002-204228) 

A. Relevance of the above-identified Document 

The following is a partial English translation of exemplary 
portions of non-English language information that may be relevant 
to the issue of patentability of the claims of the present application. 

B. Translation of the Relevant Passages of the Document 

See the attached English Abstract. 

[DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION] 

[MEANS TO SOLVE THE PBOBLEMS] 

[0007] 

More specifically, the present invention is to provide a digital 
content delivering method for delivering digital content to a user, 
the digital content stored in a server. The method is characterized in 
that the digital content is divided in two or more portions, which are 
encrypted with different encryption keys respectively; the encrypted 
portions of the digital content are delivered to the user; and 
decoding keys applicable to the portions of the digital content are 
delivered to the user. This method is characterized in that, for the 
encrypted and delivered portions of the content, the entire content 
is delivered by user repeating (i) the step of receiving transmission of 
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a portion of the content, (ii) the step of acquiring via a network, a 
decoding key at the same time when the user receives the 
transmission of the portion of the content, the decoding key 
corresponding to the encryption key, (iii) the step of decoding the 
portion of the content by using the decoding key, and (iv) deleting 
the portion of content and the decoding key. 
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